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safety research, including with the private
sector and academia.

Today, I signed an Executive Order estab-
lishing the President’s Council on Food Safe-
ty. To strengthen and focus our efforts to co-
ordinate food safety policy and resources and
improve food safety for American consumers,
the Council will develop a comprehensive
strategic plan for Federal food safety activi-
ties, ensure the most effective use of Federal
resources through the development and sub-
mission of coordinated food safety budgets,
and oversee the Joint Institute for Food Safe-
ty Research.

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS)
recently issued a thoughtful and highly in-
formative report on food safety issues, enti-
tled ‘‘Ensuring Safe Food from Production
to Consumption.’’ This report recommends
additional ways to enhance coordination and
improve effectiveness in the food safety sys-
tem, including through reform of current
food safety legislation.

I hereby direct the Council to review and
respond to this report as one of its first orders
of business. After providing opportunity for
public comment, including public meetings,
the Council shall report back to me within
180 days with its views on the NAS’s rec-
ommendations. In developing this report, the
Council should take into account the com-
prehensive strategic Federal food safety plan
that it will be developing.

I thank the Council for its efforts to im-
prove food safety, and I look forward to the
continued leadership of the President’s
Council on Food Safety.

William J. Clinton

Statement on the Bombings in South
Africa and Uganda
August 26, 1998

Hillary and I join the American people in
extending our deepest sympathies to the vic-
tims of bomb attacks in South Africa and
Uganda on August 25, and to their families
and friends. We reaffirm our unshakeable
friendship and support for them and for all
of the people of South Africa and Uganda.

The United States condemns in the strong-
est possible terms these senseless attacks on

innocent civilians that have taken the lives
of at least 29 Ugandans and 2 South Africans.

Earlier this month, South Africa provided
immediate and invaluable assistance to the
United States, Kenya, and Tanzania in the
wake of the bombings of the U.S. Embassies
in those countries. We are grateful for the
generous response and will do what we can
to assist South Africa and Uganda in the wake
of these senseless acts.

Remarks Announcing Safe Schools
and Police Corps Initiatives in
Worcester, Massachusetts

August 27, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, first let
me thank you for your remarkable and warm
welcome. I’m glad to be here in Worcester,
the heartbeat of Massachusetts for 150 years
now, and in this grand hall where so many
great Americans have spoken, from Fred-
erick Douglas to Susan B. Anthony to Henry
David Thoreau. I’m honored to share this
stage with Kathleen Bisson, and I thank her
for her commitment to teaching our children
and for keeping them safe, and with Officer
Michael Jones, who moved us all with how
he responded to his personal tragedy.

Mr. Mayor, I thought you gave a great talk.
When he was up here kind of moving around,
doing his shtick, I said—I was amazed. Kath-
leen said, ‘‘You know, he ought to be in Hol-
lywood. You should see the rap act he does
for the school kids.’’ [Laughter] So I thank
you.

Chief Gardella, I cannot thank you enough
for what you said, and I appreciate more than
you will ever know the impact that we have
had the opportunity to have through the
community policing and the other law en-
forcement programs.

I thank Scott Harshbarger, who has been
a friend of mine for a long time, and who
has, I can tell you from my personal experi-
ence not only as President but even before
when I was Governor, always been on the
forefront of law enforcement reforms that
would give our children a safer future.

I thank Congressman McGovern who has
worked in both—the areas we celebrate
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